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Selwyn  House  has  always  been  viewed  by  outsiders  as  a 
strict  upper-class  school,  yet  physical  changes  in  the  list 
decade  have  somewhat  tarnished  this  rigid  image,  making  Selwyn 
a  much  more  livable  place.  The  abolishment  of  the  cane,  freer 
dress  regulations,  and  an  increasing  ethnic  population  are  all 
factors  which  suggested  that  one  of  the  most  "Brit"  schools  in 
Montreal  was  in  a  period  of  transition. 


Whichever  the  case,  the  point  is  well  taken. 

The  library  began  its  primiuxvc  auxu-uii 
the  end  of  the  previous  school  year.  In  case 


The  library  began  its  primitive  anit-theft  system  towards 

you  have  not  had 


compiainer,  i  muse  admit  that  this  is  an 
inconvinience .  Removing  books  from  your  ba-j  as  a  flood  of  Grade 
Oners  rush  to  the  front  desk  is  a  near  impossibility,  and 
having  to  return  to  retreive  the  book  you've  forgotten  in  the 
c ifter  having  settled  down  to  work  is  a  pain.  You  trek 


The  library  also  seems  to  be  sick  of  playing  games  with 
those  who  keep  books  overdue,  as  fines  have  become  too  meagre  a 
punishment.  Having  a  book  overdue  merits  one  warning,  and  then 
IZAP:  one  detention,  no  questions  asked. 


A  feeling  of  distrust  is  also  apparent  in  the  dining  room, 
thanks  to  some  ingenious  changes  that  have  come  about  over  the 
summer.  Table  seatings  have  been  assigned,  and  one  is  no  longer 
able  to  sit  with  his  friends.  It  has  been  observed  by  some  that 
the  table  seatings  were  shrewdly  arranged  so  that  one  would  be 


forced  to  sit  v/ith 
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people  he  dislikes  the  most,  yet  I  doubt  that 
alid.  Nevertheless,  the  third  lunch 
the  door  rudely  shut  on  them.  To  add  insult 
r  checks  where  people  are  sitting  against  a 

a  week  -  the  door  to  the  cell  is  unlocked 
ded.  It  is  understandable  to  try  to  sponsor 
those  who  have  not  had  previous  contact,  yet 
nice  to  have  at  least  one  close  friend  at 
one  might  have  a  non-monosyllabic 
no  wonder  that  the  dining  room  is  so  quiet. 


Dress  regulations  have  been  closely  scrutinized,  and  the 
regular  excuses  that  "my  blazer's  upstairs"  or  "sorry,  I  won't 
wear  argyle  socks  tomorrow"  are  no  longer  valid.  The  well 
presented  image  is  important  in  public,  yet  a  trip  to  and  from 
the  bathroom  should  not  require  a  blazer,  especially  since  they 
are  a  troublesome  item  of  clothing  in  restrooras.  Many  poor 
souls  are  rumoured  petrified  of  being  sent  home  for  putting  a 
pen  in  the  wrong  pocket. 

The  new  rule  that  only  blue  and  grey  school  sweaters  may 
be  worn  is  only  absurd  in  that  the  student  body  was  informed  of 
this  change  the  dav  ^at  school  started,  after  everyone  had 
bought  their  coToiJrful  waTSroTfe  .  ~AcT5TBVfP"SX7?trrFT — j-tts  t  "tlOe's'rf '  t 
suffice  on  a  crisp  winter  day,  and  it  seems  that  the  rule  that 
illegal  sweaters  were  allowed  to  be  worn  to  school  but  not 
inside  has  been  abolished.  I  witnessed  a  student  who  was 
threatened  with  a  Saturday  detention  for  wearing  a  wool  sweater 
to  school.  Indeed,  the  restriction  makes  for  a  more  unified 
look,  yet  it  could  have  been  handled  more  smoothly. 

Finally,  the  modern  world  has  truly  affected  us  all  if  our 
seventy-five  year  old  bible.  Jtiie_  S  e_l  iihuiRjaJ  ebo  ok .  has  had  to 
undergo  revision  rrnOyrtTer  to  include  sucn  subjects  as 
hair-dying  and  ear-piercing. 

This  editorial  is  by  no  means  an  inquisition,  and  simply 
presents  common  observations  with  a  speckle  of  dramatic 
sarcasm.  Both  sides  of  any  change  are  arguable,  and  many 
members  of  our  community  approve  of  the  fact  that  the  school 
seems  to  be  finally  'pulling  up  its  trousers.'  Please  excuse  me 
for  leaving  out  the  new  rule  that  upsets  you  the  most,  such  as 
t  h^s^f  a  c  t  /^\a  t  the  GMde-^evens  are  go^lonp.er  q1,1nwpd  to  leai 
le  ^^  R^oo  Lr"5H^§Wi3es  durlng~T^iwffrr^ut  I  nTustgo  stu3"y.  We^  have 
resr"-<rn  the*-S"irH.d'^«MfSls*rdJi.»^^^  and  those  who  don't 

pass  may  risk  expulsion  and  deportation  to  Siberia. 
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We  eighth  graders,  being  the  newest  members  of  the 
secondary  school,  have  heard  a  lot  about  how  difficult  life 
will  be  (a  virtual  living  hell)  now  that  we're  in  the  secondary 
school  with  the  "big  boys."  Our  HRl  teachers  and  our  grade 
advisor,  Mr.  Litvack,  have  reported  numerous  times  that  coming 
home  from  a  football  or  soccer  practice  and  getting  our 
homework  done  will  be  a  terrible  ordeal.  Well,  after 
experiencing  this  firsthand,  I  have  decided  to  take  a  survey  to 
find  out  how  the  rest  of  the  Grade  Eight  student  body  feels. 
Here  are  the  results  of  my  survey: 

(1)  -  Should  one  period  of  physical  education  be  taken  off  from 
each  day's  timetable,  thereby  shortening  every  school  day 
except  for  Thursday  by  A5  minutes? 

47,5  %  chose  this  alternative  believing  that  having  more 
time  to  do  homework  would  not  drastically  affect  physical 
education. 

(2)  -  Should  five  of  the  ten  weekly  physical  education  periods 
be  replaced  with  academic  classes? 

This  was  an  extremely  unpopular  alternative  --  only  10  % 
backed  it  up. 

(3)  -  Should  we  leave  things  as  they  are? 

A2.5  %  of  the  students  were  satisfied  with  the  status  quo. 

In  retrospect,  I  ran  draw  two  conclusions  from  this 
survey:  (a)  Grade  Eight  is  pretty  satisfied  with  the  way  things 
are,  and  (b)  my  study  methods  must  be  all  wrong.  I  guess  taking 
one  hour  breaks  after  every  half  an  hour  of  work  is  the  wrong 


way  to  go  about  doing  one's  homework. 

NOTES  OF  INTEREST 

The  Bantam  'A'  soccer  team  is  having  a  very  successful 
season  and  is  in  the  hunt  of  a  playoff  spot.   Many  of  the 
players  are  complaining  about  the  lack  of  attendance  at  their 
gart.es.  The  team  would  very  much  appreciate  if  more  people  came 
down  to  Westmount  Park  to  cheer  them  on. 


Grade  9  Sends  Martin,  Kovalik,  Rae  to  Council 


On  Friday,  October  3,  1986,  the  Grade  9  representatives  to 
the  Selwyn  House  Student  Council  were  announced.   Alasdair 
Martin,  9A,  Jean-Paul  Kovalik,  9B,  and  Ian  Rae,  9C,  were  chosen 
by  their  peers  from  approximately  15  nominees  in  the  three 
Grade  9  classes. 

The  Student  Council,  according  to  Mr.  Wearing,  Director  of 
the  Secondary  School,  is  the  link  between  the  students  and  the 
administration.   "We  want  students  to  learn  responsibility  at 
an  early  age." 

The  two  main  functions  of  the  Council  are  to  he] n    regulate 
certain  student  activities  and  to  make  the  needs  and  wants  of 
the  students  known  to  the  administration. 

The  procedures  of  the  council  are  set  up  in  a  specific 
manner.   The  Prefects  suggest  ideas  to  the  council.   The 
Council  decides  on  them  and  if  passed  by  vote,  these  ideas  are 
passed  on  the  the  administration  for  consideration. 

9C's  representative,  Ian  Rae,  hopes  to  give  more  Phys.  Ed. 
choices  and  to  get  more  time  for  gym. 

Alasdair  Martin,  when  asked  about  what  he  would  like  to 
do,  replied,  "That  depends  on  the  class,"  and  explained  that  he 
wants  what  the  class  wants. 

Aspinall 


Editor's  Note:   The  writer  of  the  article  is  enamored  of 

starting  new  paragraphs. 
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GRADE  TEN  PROBE 

This  week.  Grade  Ten  student  probe  discusses  the 
controversial  question  of  whether  or  not  ^^^  senior  school 
should  receive  more  gym  classes. 

Not  surprisingly,  many  non-team  members  argue  that 
Selwyn  House  supplies  ample  gym  time  and  that  the  school, 
supposedly  being  academic  minded,  should  not  give  the 
proposal  a  thought. 

The  section  of  the  Grade  Ten  student  body  that  played  a 
team  sport  felt  that  more  team  practice  time  as  well  as 
fitness  time  should  be  alloted  and  that  the  academic 
standards  would  not  suffer.  The  first  idea  was  to  take   out 
the  two  study  periods  right  before  gym  and  to  have  a  gym 
period  during  the  last  two  preiods  on  Monday,  while  the 
original  Monday  afternoon  classes  would  be  held  dujring  the 
original  study  oeriods  .  This  way  we  would  get  four  gym  days 
at  no  academic  loss.  However,  this  plan  was  not  favored  by 
the  students,  who  rely  on  those  study  periods,  which  would 
be  gone . 

Another  proposed  solution  was  to  cut  time  off  five 
minute  breaks  and  recesses,  in  order  to  accumulate  gym  time. 
This  unfortunately  doesn't  allow  sufficient  time  to  get  to 
the  next  class. 

The  last  solution  was  to  cut  what  the  students 
considered  to  be  non-essential  classes  to  make  room  for  more 
gym  time.  Unfortunately,  these  were  all  government  courses  - 
even  Student  Awareness  -  so  that  is  out  of  the  question. 
Which  brings  us  back  to  square  one. 


X 


If  team  members  want  more  gym  time  then  why  not  give  it 
to  them,  only  at  another  time? 

According  to  the  headmaster,  Selwyn  House  receives  more 
than  the  required  amount  of  gym  per  week.  He  said  that  great 
effort  was  given  toward  creating  a  schedule  balance  between 
academics  and  sports.  If  study  periods  were  to  be  dropped, 
they  wouldn't  be  replaced  by  gym  periods,  but  other  academic 
periods.  This  would  maintain  the  balance. 

It  seems  that  it  is  an  unresolvable  situation,  so  we 
can  say  that  we  receive  more  gym  than  necessary  and  let  it 
rest . 


-  Ted  Schopflocher 
10a 
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GRADE    11    REPORT 
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A  bored  student  is  scribling  on  his  nolobook,  paying  no 
ttention  to  the  lesson  on  the  board.   The  teacher's  eye  shifts 
to  the  drawing.   A  look  of  insane  rage  fills  the  teacher's  eyes 
as  he  saunters  over  the  boy's  desk.   lie  peers  at  the  book  and 
notices  the  insignia  of  an  outrageous  school  committee  written 
on  it. 

"What  do  you  want  to  do  with  your  life?"  The  teacher 
yel Is . 

The  student  casually  looks  up  and  responds,  "I  want  to  be 
on  the  graduation  committee!"  Then  a  brash  guitar  lick  explodes 
into  the  air,  and  the  student  rises  in  rebellion. 
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situation  ever  happened  to  you?  Well,  if  it  does 
ture,  you'll  know  what  to  do.  Join  the  grad 

need  a  few  good  men  in  Grade  Eleven  who  can 

a  lot  of  it.  Money  is  a  dirty  word;  but  we,  in 
ttee,  will  have  to  live,  breath  and  think  money 

is  through.  We're  a  good  bunch  of  guys  who  want 
:  for  you  to  have  a  great  year.  So  the  next  time 

hungry  at  recess,  don't  just  buy  one  measly 
another  one  to  help  out  your  graduating  class, 
is  a  disease  every  graduating  class  must  battle, 
this  disease  --  we  can  beat  it.  Your  graduation 
ks  you. 


David  Metcalf 


^WTAFF  COLUMN 
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COMPLACENCY  AT  SELWYN  HOUSE  ? 


When  I  was  approached  by  the  Staff  Advisor  of  the  new 

school  newspaper  to  write  something  for  this  column,  I  readily 

accepted.  I  enjoyed  the  first  issue  and  liked  the  idea  of 
exchange  of  opinion  that  the  Editorial  encouraged. 

But  I  had  committed  myself  without  really  knowing  what  it 
was  that  I  would  (or  could)  write  about.  There  was  a  cartoon  in 
the  New  Yorker  magazine  many  years  ago  which  showed  a  father 
asking  his  son  what  he  wanted  to  be.  "A  writer,"  replied  the 
son.  "But  what  are  you  going  to  write  about?"  queried  the 
father.  Whereupon  the  young  man  explained,  "One  does  not  write 
about  anything.  One  simply  writes!" 


ramble  on  without  saying  anything.  The  sentences  must 
constitute  a  statement  or  argument.  Even  Ronnie  Corbitt,  with 
all  his  steady  stream  of  digression,  eventually  gets  back  to 
telling  the  joke. 

There  is  one  thing  that  I  wouldn't  mind  getting  off  my 
chest  because  it  has  been  there  for  at  least  five  years  (and  I 
a  few  more  at  Selwyn  House).  Over  this  period,  I  have  been 
impressed  with  the  favourable  reaction  emitted  by  people  once 
they  found  out  that  I  was  a  teacher  at  Selwyn  House.  At 
Prizegiving,  we  hear  of  "very  high  academic  standards."  We  hear 
the  word  "excellence"  not  infrequently.  And  we  bask  in  the  glow 
of  these  words. 


Yet,  there  is  one  group  of  people  whom  I  do  not  hear 
talking  about  high  academic  standards  -  the  teachers 
themselves.  In  fact,  some  might  even  be  seen  shaking  their 
heads  if  the  subject  were  raised.  Now  why  should  this  be?  One 
reason  could  be  that  the  teachers  would  not  want  to  appear  to 
be  patting  themselves  on  the  back.  Another  explanation  is  that 
they  (teachers)  expect  too  much  and  are  seldom  satisfied. 
Finally,  they  may  judge  that  the  "product"  does  not  always  live 
up  to  the  image  projected. 

I  submit  that  it  is  the  last  of  these  reasons  which 
silences  the  teachers.  They  are,  I  think,  a  down-to-earth  group 
who  know  very  well  the  realities  of  the  classroom.  This  is  not 
to  say  that  we  do  not  havp  ^  substantial  percentage  of  students 
with  high  academic  aptitude.  We  do.  Many  maintain  high 
averages.  Many  work  very  hard  on  their  courses.  Nor  is  it  to 
say  that  most  students  are  not  cheerful  and  cooperative.  They 
are.  It  is  to  say,  however,  that  there  remain  many  who  do  not 

live  up  to  expectation.  The  reasons  for  this  are  many,  but  the 
one  that  keeps  coming  to  (my)  mind  is  complacency. 

The  school,  as  I  have  indicated,  enjoys  a  strong 
reputation.  It  has  the  appearance  of  being  a  good  school  -  a 
solid,  attractive  building  occupied  by  students  in  smart 
looking  uniforms.  Because  of  these  and  other  reasons,  most 
students  have  a  very  secure  feeling  about  the  school  and  their 
place  in  it  -  especially  senior  students  who  have  been  here 
many  years.  But  too  many  of  them  seem  much  too  willing  to 
assume  that  they  are  achieving  at  a  level  which  far  exceeds 
that  of  the  public  school  or  certain  other  private  schools. 
They  do  not  see  that  a  good  part  of  their  motivation  must  come 
from  within.  There  will  not  always  be  a  teacher  standing  over 
them,  correcting  thoughtless  mistakes,  repeating  more  than  once 
what  they  cannot  always  be  bothered  to  listen  to. 

The  reputation  of  the  place  has  to  be,  at  bottom,  the 
academic  reputation.  This  depends  not  only  on  the  curriculum 
and  the  teachers,  but  in  equal  proportion  on  the  performance  of 
the  students  themselves.  Do  they  concentrate?  Do  they  try?  Are 
they  serious  enough  about  their  courses?  Do  they  compare 
favourably  with  the  graduating  classes  of  1981  or  1976  who 
helped  distinguish  the  school?  Are  they  content  to  be  carried 
along  by  their  teachers  and  classmates? 


parties  with  real  sand  in  the  gym,  doughnuts  for  sale  at 
recess,  team  trips,  outings  to  St.  Jovite  and  murderball  after 
lunch.  These  are  all  very  well,  but  ask  yourself  what  you've 
been  taught  and  what  you've  learned.  What  do  you  know?  What  can 
you  do?  Do  you  know  the  difference  between  "uninterested"  and 
"disinterested,"  the  singular  of  "media,"  that  "quality"  is  not 
an  adjective,  the  difference  between  mass  and  weight,  the 
quadratic  formula?  Can  you  analyze  a  physics  problem,  represent 
a  math  problem  algebraically,  prepare  an  argument  or  summarize 
a  chapter? 

We've  reached  a  point  where  the  extra-curricular 
activities  are  thriving,  but  there  we  cannot  assume  that  the 
academics  will  take  care  of  themselves.  There  are  many  broader 
intellectual  skills  that  have  to  be  developed  now,  or  you  risk 
doing  without  them  for  the  remainder  of  your  life.  These  you 
will  take  with  you,  even  if  you  leave  the  specifics  behind. 

Ask  yourself  some  hard  questions:  Am  I  complacent?  What  do 
1  have  to  be  complacent  about?  Do  the  good  students  take  me 
seriously?  In  general,  what  am  I  here  for? 

Soon,  we  hope,  the  new  building  will  be  finished.  You  will 
have  lockers  for  your  books,  phys.  ed .  equipment,  and  better 

classroom  conditions.  In  the  spirit  of  the  last  issue's  staff 
column  "let  us  re-dedicate  ourselves  to  the  excellence  we 
aspire  to."  Do  what  you  can  to  manage  your  own  schoolwork  more 
effectively.  Speak  to  your  teachers.  They  may  be  more  human 
than  you  give  them  credit  for. 


Unlike  our  aspiring  writer,  you  will  have  to  wrice  about 
something  -  know  something.  There  must  be  something  and 
somebody  behind  the  smart-looking  uniform. 


SAYS 


students  Left  In  the  Cold  Over 
New  Sweater  Law 


The  beginning  of  the  new  school  year  signalled  the 
start  of  many  new  principles  and  regulations  at  Selwyn  House 
Many  of  these  principles  were  made  to  accommodate  the 
Macaulay  Building  into  everyday  school  life,  while  others 
were  simply  enforced  far  more  radically  than  they  had  ever 
been  before.   One  terrible,  profound  new  regulation  is  the 
new  school  sweater  "law."   It  dictates  that  each  student 
must,  if  he  wishes  to  wear  a  sweater,  wear  the  "Howarth's 
Special"  or  the  navy  blue,  crested  golf  sweater. 


A 


A  recent  and  somewhat  informed  opinion  poll  showed  that 
students  of  t'  »  older  grades  do  not  rank  the  Howarth's 
sweater's  colour  anywhere  near  the  top  of  their  list  of 
colour  tones.   Its  somewhat  bland  Oxford  grey  colour  does 
not  seem  to  appeal  to  a  good  number  of  sweater  wearing 
students . 

The  other  permissible   sweater,  Selly's  very  own 
crested  golf  sweater,  raises  more  questions  about  its 
"raison-d 'etre . "   Granted,  its  shade  of  blue  is  rather 
becoming,  yet  it  is  not  a  terribly  warm  sweater,  being  made 
of  a^vftgy-thLD-textured  cotton.   Also  rather  silly  is  the 
school  crest,  formed  in"  the^top  right-hand  corner;  it  can 
never  be  seen  under  a  blazer  1 

It  is  understandable  that  the  school  wishes  to  enforce 
the  dress  code,  yet  one  questions  their  methods.   In  my 
opinion  (and  I  do  believe  that  this  opinion  is  shared  by  a 
grpgi-  many  more^) ,  there  is  nothing  wrong  or  deviant  with 
wanting  to  wear^^ther  sweaters,  so  long  as^hey   are 
V-necked7  anfT'soTi^'cnTniiT  t^d  .  Sm  I  iJYn-H(tli--,M  ha«  always  been, 
and  will  always  be,  a  great   community  of  nearly  all 
religious,  racial,  cultural,  socio-cultural,  psycho-social, 
political  and  apolitical  backgrounds,  and  therefore  is  a 
community  of  individualists  (if  that  is  not  a  contradiction 
in  terms).   One  of  the  few  ways  of  expressing  this  is  in 
wearing  the  sweater  of  our  choice,  not  the  school's! 


r\ 


Nicholas  Harnack 


A  Time  of  Change 

In  the  summer  of  1984,  Mr.  Robert  Manion  resigned  as 
headmaster  of  Selwyn  House  School.   During  the  two  years 
that  have  followed  since  his  departure,  the  fact  that 
achievements  were  made  while  Mr.  Manion  was  headmaster  has 
been  all  but  forgotten.   Instead,  both  students  and  staff 
have  adopted  a  negative  attitude  towards  both  Mr.  Manion  and 
his  time  spent  as  headmaster.   And  yet  the  fact  remains  that 
no  man  has  done  more  to  change  the  basic  structure  and 
emphasis  of  our  school  in  recent  times.   Every  student,  from 
first  graders  to  seniors,  has  been  affected  by  Mr.  Manion's 
ideas  and  actions.   Why  then  do  students  still  feel  at  best 
apathetic  towards,  and  in  many  cases,  contemptuous  of,  Mr. 
Robert  Manion?   Why  do  students  believe  they  antagonize  the 
administration  by  talking  about  the  former  headmaster?   Is 
it,  as  an  article  appearing  in  the  last  edition  of  this 
newspaper  seemed  to  suggest,  because  the  administration  is 
attempting  to  remove  his  name  from  our  history?   Accusations 
of  this  nature  are  misplaced.   Though  the  administration  has 
been  unable  to  find  a  portrait  of  Mr.  Manion  yet,  it  has 
continued  to  pursue  his  main  objective  at  Selwyn  House: 
constructive  change  (the  new  Macaulay  Building  being  the 
best,  but  by  no  means  the  only,  example  of  this  to  date. 
Therefore,   it  is  not  the  administration  that  is  responsible 
for  students'  antipathy  towards  Mr.  Manion.   The  root  of  the 
problem  lies  in  the  student  body's  general  ignorance  about 
the  years  Mr.  Manion  was  headmaster  (indeed,  the  Grade  10 
editor  of  this  publication,  who  was  asked  what  Mr.  Manion 


dchieved  while  Mr.  Manion  was  here,  could  remember  only  the 
75th  anniversary  celebrations  that  were  organized — hardly  a 
major  accomplishment).   It  is  this  condition  that 
necessitates  an  article  about  the  changes  Selwyn  House 
School  has  undergone  in  the  past  four  years--changes  that 
Mr.  Manion  was  instrumental  in  either  bringing  about  or 
allowing  to  take  place.   An  examination  of  this  modern- 
ization process  should  cause  many  people  to  realize  the 
positive  aspects  of  Mr.  Manion's  tenure  here  at  Selwyn 
House  . 

When  Mr.  Manion  arrived  in  1982,  what  kind  of  school 
did  he  find?  One  that  still  clung  to  traditions  of  the 
British  boarding  schools.  Selwyn  House  did  not  have  many 
of  the  institutions  or  programs  that  comprised  the  norm  for 
many  other  schools  across  North  America.  Mr.  Manion  imme- 
diately set  about  instituting  major  changes,  both  to  the 
physical  structure  of  the  school,  and  to  its  academic 
emphasis.  One  of  his  first  acts  was  setting  up  the  "five 
minute  break"  system  between  classes  and  having  a  limit 
on  the  homework  that  could  be  assigned.  This,  he  correctly 
believed,  would  reduce  the  tension  in  a  student's  acadpmir 

life.  That  more  relaxed  atmosphere  V&5   designed  t-0  help 
combat  another  problem  so  apparent  at  Selwyn  House  before  he 
arr ived--psychological  and  physical  mistreatment,  or 

bullying.   Though  this  problem  has  not,  and  never  will  be, 
completely  eliminated,  the  incidence  of  bullying  has 
declined  over  the  past  few  years.   Mr.  Manion  also 
fundamentally  re-organized  the  school  in  a  physical  sense, 
combining  the  Middle  and  Junior  Schools  and  making  the 
-Senior  School  a  more  distinct  unit.   This  accomplished,  the 
distinct  British  atmosphere  of  the  Junior  School  was 
abandoned  in  favour  of  a  more  progressive  style  of  teaching 
(students  in  Grades  1  through  4  not  having  exams  is  one  of 
the  more  apparent  examples).   As  one  who  went  through  the 
old  system,  I  am  acquainted  with  the  problems  inherent  in 
denying  small  kids  the  chance  to  have  a  childhood.   It  is  my 
belief  that  this  new  attitude  is  infinitely  better  than  the 
one  in  place  before  Mr.  Manion  arrived.   The  Senior  School, 
in  contrast,  has  become  an  entirely  different  experience 
from  the  Junior  School.   More  responsibilities  and  more 
privileges  all  contribute  to  producing  an  atmosphere  that 
is,  to  quote  the  Grade  8  representative,  "useful  in  helping 
us  prepare  for  university."   In  addition  to  these  physical 
changes,  Mr.  Manion  hired  some  of  the  most  capable  members 
of  our  teaching  staff. 

In  November,  1984,  an  article  entitled  "Old  Schools, 
New  Tricks"  appeared  in  Montreal  Calendar  Magazine.   Talking 
about  the  changes  that  had  taken  place  at  our  school,  the 
article  mentioned  that  "the  school  had  become  democratized 
to  a  fairly  significant  extent."   This,  brief  reference  to 
the  increased  contribution  of  the  students  brings  up  one  of 
the  most  important  developments  Selwyn  House  has  seen:   the 
creation  of  the  Student  Council  and  the  voice  students  have 
in  choosing  prefects.   Both  of  these  democratic  "reforms" 
were  brought  in  by  Mr.  Manion.   During  his  tenure,  the 
Student  Council  was  an  important  body,  involved  in,  among 
other  things,  the  :'  iplementat ion  of  vending  machines, 
holding  of  movie  nights,  and  the  running  of  Lost  and  Found. 
Now  that  Mr.  Manion  has  left,  this  body  has  fallen  into  a 


state  or  decay.   However,- tlie  current  administration  still 
shows  a  willingness  to  listen  to  this  body,  so  it  is  now  up 
to  the  students  to  make  full  use  of  the  Student  Council.   In 
the  future,  let  us  hope  to  hear  the  students'  voice  more 
regularly  in  school  life. 

The  commitment  of  the  current  administration  to  many  of 
the  other  changes  Selwyn  House  has  seen  is  commendable.   The 
Arts  Programme,  which  was  greatly  expanded  under  Mr.  Manion. 
Mas  continued  to  expand  since  his  departure.   More 
hn^h^M'^i^^-  ^^^  computer  programme  has  also  expanded  under 
both  Mr.  Manion  and  Mr.  Mitchell.   The  Book  Fair   the 
Stratford  trip,  and  the  Medieval  Banquet  are  all 'events  that 
came  m  under  the  former  headmaster  and  which  still  receive 
the  support  of  this  administration.   The  new  science  labs 
and  the  first  inductees  into  the  Cum  Laude  Society  were  also 
accomplishments  of  Mr .  Manion.   Aside  from  his  commitments 
to  the  academic  side  of  Selwyn  House,  Mr.  Manion  also 
allowed  the  Athletics  programme  to  grow,  an  expansion  that 
did  not  end  in  1984. 

.   Given  the  comprehensive  list  of  accomplishments,  the 
tenure  of  Mr.  Manion,  in  retrospect,  was  quite  successful  in 
terms  of  modernizing  the  school  and  enhancing  its  image  and 
facilities.   These  facilities,  provided  that  they  are 
continued  and,  if  necessary,  improved  upon,  will  allow 
:!:!'^"_"?"f^  ^°  expand  and  flourish  in  the  future 


community  as  a  whole 


Rolf  Strom-Olsen 


SELLY  BOYS:   JUST  WHO  DO  YOU  THINK  YOU  AREV 


Just  who  do  you  think  you  are,  you  pampered,  rich, 
spoiled  creatures,  sheltered  by  daddy's  financial  blanket? 
Who  do  you  think  you  are  with  your  hair  neatly  coiffed,  your 
tie  carefully  knotted,  and  your  polo  tucked  in.  Who  do  you 
think  you  are,  walking  with  noses  peaked,  your  loafers 
shined,  and  your  grey  pants  pleated.  You  are  a  Selly  boy, 
and  a  Selly  Boy  by  choice.  Whether,  in  your  opinion,  this 
image  is  true  or  false,  it  is  the  image  perceived  by  your 
peers  . 


In  recent  interviews,  we  discovered  the  image  of  the 
Selwyn  House  boy.  We  were  assigned  to  reveal  what  other 
schools  thought  of  the  Selwyn  House  environment  as  a  whole. 
Through  diligent  work  and  countless  interviews,  we  were  able 
to  draw  the  following  conclusions. 

In  general,  the  private  girls  schools'  answers  were 
quite  widespread.  Their  comments  about  the  Selwyn  House 
environment  ranged  from  being  very  negative  to  somewhat 
positive.  E.C.S.,  for  the  greater  part,  was  impressed  with 
our  academic  standards  and  effort,  but  thought  we  were  very 
stuck  up.  One  girl  went  as  far  as  to  say  we,  "all  have  big 
egos  and  think  (we're)  gorgeous  jocks."  The  Study,  however, 
was  a  little  more  blunt.  The  Grade  Elevens  were  impressed 
with  our  high  academic  standards  and  our  general  appearance, 
but  thought  we  lacked  school  spirit  and  unity.  The  Grade 
Tens,  on  the  other  hand,  conveyed  the  subtle  hint  that 
Selwyn  House  was  a  distant  second,  in  all  aspects,  to  L.C.C. 
One  girl  stated  that  we  were  "a  bunch  of  tight-ass  snobs." 
The  lower  grades,  although  perhaps  not  very  familiar  with 
Selwyn,  thought  we  were  generally  very  good-looking  and  well 
presented.  Trafalgar,  on  the  other  hand,  thought  that  our 
school  dances  were  very  successful,  and  that  generally  we 
were  quite  sociable.  They  also  added  that  we  were 
good-looking,  but  lost  all  our  football  games  [Selwyn  is 
presently  in  second  place  (3  wins,  1  loss)].  Sacred  Heart 
was  impressed  with  our  new  building,  and  with  the  honest 
effort  we  put  into  everything  we  do.  They  too  thought  we 
were  appealing.  In  conclusion,  most  of  the  answers  were 
quite  superficial  and  unfounded;  in  short,  the  students  did 
not  seem  very  well  informed. 

The  boys'  private  schools,  which  include  Loyola  and 
L.C.C.,  were  fairly  diverse  in  opinions.  Loyola's  opinion, 
however,  was  not  quite  as  harsh  as  that  from  L.C.C,  the 
reason  possibly  being  that  they  (as  well  as  we)  do  not 
appreciate  L.C.C. 's  attitude  in  general.  For  the  most  part 
Loyola  thinks  we  play  fairly,  honestly,  and  hard,  with  a 
sense  of  school  pride;  but,  we  still  remain,  in  their  eyes, 
Westmount  snobs.  L.C.C,  on  the  other  side  of  the  coin, 
thought  we  were  "clique  oriented,"  or  hung  around  too  much 
within  our  own  sealed  society  and  were  not  exposed  to  the 

real  world.  Furthermore,  they  thought  we  try  hard  in  sports 
but  lack  the  needed  talent  to  really  excel.  They  thought  we 
were  generally  quite  sociable,  but  not  as  sociable  as  they. 
Although  the  boys'  schools  appeared  to  answer  the  interview 
objectively,  they  (by  coincidence)  failed  to  mention 
anything  about  the  Selwyn  academics.  This  may  have  been  done 
out  of  jealousy. 

The  final  category  consists  of  mixed  public  sector 
schools.  These  basically  considered  us  as  rich,  Westmount 
snobs.  The  West  Island  public  schools,  such  as  B.H.S.,  St. 
Thomas  and  Lindsay  Place,  thought  we  were  immature  to  the 
real  world,  snobbish,  and  effeminate.  Most  of  the  girls, 
however,  thought  V2  were  very  attractive  in  our  school 
uniforms.  St.  Georges  and  Bishops,  although  not  public 
schools,  generally  had  respect  for  us,  and  thought  highly  of 
our  academic  and  athletic  programs.  The  regional  public 


school,  Westmount  High,  stereotyped  us  as  rich  and 
pretentious.  The  guys  thought  we  were  unmanly  and  precious. 
One  student  even  said  we  were,  "a  cluster  of  momma's  boys." 

In  conclusion,  the  results  were,  for  the  most  part, 
negative.  The  boys  generally  thought  we  were  snobbish  and 
weak,  while  the  girls  thought  us  to  be  attractive,  yet 
pretentious.  One  may  argue,  however,  that  there  is  a  certain 
degree  of  truth  to  the  results.  As  a  writer,  I  feel  that  we 
are  indeed  "cliquish",  and  hang  around  too  much  together  as 
a  school.  I  also  feel  we  lack  some  much  needed  school 
spirit.  Our  academics  and  discipline,  on  the  other  hand,  are 
superior  to  most. 

Just  who  do  you  think  you  are,  walking  with  your  noses 
peaked,  your  loafers  shined  and  your  grey  pants  pleated?  Who 
do  you  think  you  are,  with  your  hair  neatly  coiffed,  you 
tie  carefully  knotted,  and  your  polo  tucked  in?  JUST  WHO  DO 
YOU  THINK  YOU  ARE?  You're  a  Selly  boy,  and  damn  lucky  to  be 
one  . 


Douglas  Naudie 
Michael  Verchere 
Matthew  Stevenson 


ALCOHOL:  A  STUDENT'S  GREATEST  ENEMY 


Since  the  first  school  began  during  the  ancient  Greek 
civilization  ,  up  until  this  day  ,  a  student's  acedemic 
life  has  gone  hand  in  hand  with  his  tjocial  life. 

The  highlights  of  a  high  school  student's  social  life 
are  the  presence  of  alcohol  and  illicit  drugs  is  increasing 
at  these  gatherings.  Instead  of  students  bragging  about 
their  marks  or  their  athletic  accomplishments  the  "in" 
thing  nowadays  is  to  brag  about  how  many  times  he/she  has 
been  "wasted  "  or  "stoned."  He  talks  about  how  he  took  in 
so  much  booze  that  he  made  a  fool  of  himself  ,  and  then 
threw-up  and  then  took  in  some  more. 

If  this  is  how  a  student  leads  his  life  then  there 
must  be  a  connection  between  his  actions  and  the  pressure 
that  he  receives  from  his  friends  and  society.  To  an 
extent  ,  this  connection  is  valid.  Youths  think  that  it  is 
cool  to  get  drunk  ,  and  society  portrays  the  drinking  of 
alcohol  in  excess  as  something  that  is  socially  acceptable  . 

Don't  we  ,  as  students  who  have  been  taught  about  the 
destruction  alcohol  drugs  cause  ,  realize  that  we  are 
harming  ourselves  ?  It  seems  that  some  people  were   thinking 
about  other  things  while  Mr.  Seville  lectured  to  us  in  Grade 
Eight  about  this  very  topic  during  many  periods. 


Drinking  and  taking  drugs  are  signs  of  irresponsibility 
and  stupidity.  If  you  have  an  alcohol  or  drug  problem  ,  then 
you  need  help.  Many  of  you  who  just  read  the  previous 
sentence  are  probably  laughing  right  now  ,  but  stop.  If  you 
are  getting  up  most  Saturday  and  Sunday  mornings  with  a 
headache  and  an  upset  stomach  caused  by   intoxication  ,  or  , 
if  you  find  yourself  acquiring  money  for  your  drug  habit  by 
engaging  in  petty  thievery  ,  then  you  had  better  take  the 
first  step  to  recovery  and  admit  to  yourself  that  you  have 
a  problem. 


EDITORS  NOTE! 


Reverend  Memon  's  sermon  of 
the  week . 
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